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im
m

igrant Studies
T

he Influence of Im
m

igrants on A
m

erican Life

T
he im

pact of im
m

igrants on the history and sociology
of the U

nited S
tates has been profound. In a sense

im
m

igrants have both m
ade and changed this country.

S
ince 1820, the year the U

nited S
tates started re-

cording im
m

igrant statistics, som
e 42 m

illion people
have im

m
igrated here. D

uring the forty years betw
een

1892 and 1932, tw
enty-three m

illion people cam
e, and

in 1907, alone, one m
illion arrived in A

m
erica.* T

here
has never in history been another such continuous
m

ass m
ovem

ent of people.

P
revious to 1820 A

m
erican society had fit a W

hite,
A

nglo S
axon, P

rotestant description
alm

ost com
-

pletely. V
oluntary and forced im

m
igration (B

lack
A

fricans) created a new
 diverse m

ulti-ethnic society.
S

om
e of the diversity w

as lost in the A
m

ericanization
process as im

m
igrants tried to fit into the A

m
erican

m
ainstream

. B
ut in spite of the m

elting pot idea and
efforts

to A
m

ericanize the foreigners, m
any old

country w
ays have been retained. T

he pot never really

C
hapter

m
elted. P

erhaps it never w
ill for there is a grow

ing
interest in ethnic heritage,

fa:-.1ily and com
m

unity
history and "old country" w

ays of living and doing
things.

M
any A

m
ericans can find im

m
igrants in their ow

n
not-too-distant fam

ily history, and m
any can find

som
e ethnic custom

s w
hich have been retained over

the generations in their fam
ilies and w

hich have influ-
enced their lives. T

his im
m

igrant heritage
been a

source of sham
e for som

e fam
ilies and a source of

pride for others.

G
etting at H

istory through Im
m

igrant S
tudies

T
he IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 series provides students
w

ith the m
eans for investigating fam

ily and corn,
m

unity history and ethnicity. C
lassroom

 activities in
the series provide inform

ation about events in im
m

i-
grant history w

hich students interpret through dis-
cussing, decision m

aking, sim
ulations, and various

other strategies. O
ther activities begin in the class-

room
 and then carry over at hom

e or other places in

*A
m

erica is used here and throughout to refer to the U
nited S

tates.
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T
H

E
 F

O
U

R

Im
m

igrant Studies
Im

m
igrant studies consists of four units. T

he first
three, O

R
IG

IN
S

/T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
E

Y
, A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

IZ
A

-
T

IO
N

, and C
U

LT
U

R
E

 are classroom
 oriented and

em
phasize gathering and interpreting inform

ation,
valuing strategies, and group sharing and discus-
sion. T

he fourth unit, A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K
, is a collection

of out-of-classroom
 activities and resources for re-

searching fam
ily and com

m
unity history. T

he parts
of A

C
T

IO
N

 P
A

C
K

 m
ay be used as needed w

ith other
IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 activities and for students'
individual research projects. T

he first three units are
sequential and could be im

plem
ented as a course

w
ith A

C
T

IO
N

 P
A

C
K

 activities intersperse w
here

appropriate. H
ow

ever, each unit is com
plete and

m
ay be used alone or as part of som

e other course of
study.

Included w
ith each unit is a 34" x 22" poster

com
posed of photos and prim

ary source m
aterials

relevant to that unit. T
he posters are intended for

classroom
 display and for sources of inform

ation for
certain activities in the units. E

ach poster com
es in

tw
o parts w

hich should be fastened together.

T
hree im

portant notes:

1) IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 should be im

plem
ented as it best fits your teaching program

and environm
ent.

2) IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 activities are intended to be flexible to allow

 student to
pursue interests and ideas for new

 projects.
3) If IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 is to be a vehicle for creating or enhancing interest in
fam

ily and com
m

unity history, it m
ust be both rew

arding and enjoyable.

A
 photo from

 each unit poster and statem
ents of purpose for each of the four units

are show
n on the follow

ing pages.
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T
H

E
 F

O
U

R
 IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 U
N

IT
S

O
R

IG
IN

S
/T

H
E

 J
O

U
R

N
E

Y

T
he

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

w
as

 s
et

tle
d 

by
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

s
pe

op
le

 w
ho

ca
m

e 
fr

om
 o

th
er

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 
se

ek
in

g 
pe

rm
an

en
t r

es
id

en
ce

.
Im

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
ca

m
e 

fr
om

 m
an

y 
co

un
tr

ie
s 

an
d 

fo
r 

m
an

y 
re

as
on

s.
D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
19

th
 a

nd
 e

ar
ly

 2
0t

h 
ce

nt
ur

ie
s,

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

po
ur

ed
in

to
 th

is
 c

ou
nt

ry
 in

 ir
ic

or
d 

nu
m

be
rs

. T
he

 p
ur

po
se

s 
of

 th
is

 u
ni

t
ar

e 
to

 h
el

p 
st

ud
en

ts
:

1)
 id

en
tif

y 
im

m
ig

ra
nt

's
 o

rig
in

s,
2)

 e
xp

lo
re

 r
ea

so
ns

 fo
r 

em
ig

ra
tin

g,
3)

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t c

on
di

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

jo
ur

ne
y 

to
 A

m
er

ic
a,

4)
 le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t w
ha

t i
m

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
fa

ce
d 

as
 th

ey
 e

nt
er

ed
th

is
 n

ew
 la

nd
,

5)
 b

eg
in

 to
 in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

an
ce

st
ry

 a
nd

 h
er

ita
ge

.

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

A
m

er
ic

an
iz

at
io

n 
is

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

by
 w

hi
ch

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

ex
ch

an
ge

d
so

m
e 

of
 th

ei
r 

ol
d 

w
ay

s 
fo

r 
ne

w
 "

A
m

er
ic

an
" 

w
ay

s 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 fi
t

in
to

 th
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
 w

ay
 o

f
lif

e.
 S

om
e 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

be
ca

m
e

A
m

er
ic

an
iz

ed
 q

ui
ck

ly
w

hi
le

ot
he

rs
re

ta
in

ed
th

ei
r

na
tiv

e
la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 c

us
to

m
s 

fo
r 

m
an

y 
ge

ne
ra

tio
ns

. F
or

 m
os

t i
m

m
i-

gr
an

ts
 th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

iz
at

io
n 

pr
oc

es
s 

w
as

 d
iff

ic
ul

t.

T
he

 p
ur

po
se

s 
of

 th
is

 u
ni

t a
re

 to
 h

el
p 

st
ud

en
ts

:

1)
 s

tu
dy

 th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
im

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
fa

ce
d 

in
 th

e 
A

m
er

i-
ca

ni
za

tio
n 

pr
oc

es
s,

2)
 e

xa
m

in
e 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
at

tit
ud

es
 to

w
ar

d 
pe

op
le

 w
ho

 a
re

di
ffe

re
nt

 fr
om

 th
em

se
lv

es
,

3)
 e

xa
m

in
e 

pa
tte

rn
s 

of
 c

ha
ng

e 
fr

om
 o

ne
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

ne
xt

,
4)

 lo
ok

 fo
r 

pa
tte

rn
s 

of
 c

ha
ng

e 
fr

om
 o

ne
 g

en
er

at
io

n 
to

th
e 

ne
xt

 in
 th

ei
r 

ow
n 

fa
m

ili
es

.
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C
U

LT
U

R
E

C
ulture is the sum

 total of w
ays living built up by a group of

hum
an beings, w

hich is transm
itted from

 one generation to
another. A

lthough m
ost im

m
igrants brought few

 belongings
w

ith them
 to A

m
erica, they brought a w

ealth of custom
s, ideas,

w
ords, and w

ays of doing things. M
any of these survived the

A
m

ericanization process and are so ingrained in the A
m

erican
culture that their sources are forgotten.

T
he purposes of this unit are to help students:

1) study the custom
s of ethnic groups in their ow

n
state,

2) identify im
m

igrant contributions,
3) investigate the ethnic settlem

ents in their ow
n state,

4) explore stereotypes they have regarding various
ethnic groups.

A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K

T
he A

C
T

IO
N

 P
A

C
K

 unit of IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 is process

oriented. It provides students w
ith activities and resources for

doing out-of-classroom
 investigations of people, places, and

events of the past.

M
any of the activities in the first three unites of IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

S
T

U
D

IE
S

 are m
eant to involve students w

ith fam
ily or com

-
m

unity historical research. A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K
 provides techniques

and resources helpful for carrying out further research. T
he

purposes of this unit are to provide students w
ith techniques

for:

1) conducting oral history interview
s,

2) carrying out genealogical searching,
3) collecting data from

 their com
m

unity,
4) interpreting data from

 their com
m

unity.

In addition, the resource cards provide students w
ith sources of

historical inform
ation at the local, county, state and

national levels.
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C
ha

pt
er

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

T
he

re
ar

e
fo

rt
y

fo
ur

IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
ac

tiv
iti

es
; t

w
en

ty
-t

w
o 

in
 L

ev
el

 I 
an

d 
tw

en
ty

-t
w

o 
in

Le
ve

l I
I. 

T
he

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 in

 e
ac

h 
un

it 
ar

e 
se

qu
en

tia
l i

n
co

nt
en

t a
nd

, u
se

d 
to

ge
th

er
, c

ou
ld

 b
e 

th
e 

ba
si

s 
fo

r 
a

co
ur

se
 o

f s
tu

dy
. H

ow
ev

er
, e

ac
h 

ac
tiv

ity
 is

 c
om

pl
et

e
an

d 
on

e,
 o

r 
a 

fe
w

, m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
lo

ne
 o

r 
as

 a
 p

ar
t o

f
so

m
e 

ot
he

r 
co

ur
se

 o
f s

tu
dy

.

Y
ou

 c
an

 a
da

pt
 th

es
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 to
 th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 y

ou
r

cl
as

s.
 Y

ou
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 m
ay

 b
ec

om
e 

ve
ry

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
fa

m
ily

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d 
w

an
t t

o 
de

lv
e 

in
to

 e
xt

en
si

ve
ge

ne
al

og
ic

al
 r

es
ea

rc
h,

 o
r 

th
ey

 m
ay

 fi
nd

 s
om

e 
as

pe
ct

of
 c

om
m

un
ity

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
ex

ci
tin

g 
an

d 
w

an
t t

o 
do

 a
se

rie
s 

of
 o

ra
l h

is
td

ry
 in

te
rv

ie
w

s.
 It

 is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
be

fle
xi

bl
e 

in
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 a
nd

 to
 g

iv
e

en
co

ur
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 h
el

p 
to

 th
os

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ith
in

te
re

st
 in

 a
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 a
sp

ec
t o

f i
m

m
ig

ra
nt

 h
is

to
ry

an
d 

he
rit

ag
e.

 It
 is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 s
et

 a
si

de
 a

 s
pe

ci
al

pl
ac

e
in

th
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 w

he
re

 s
tu

de
nt

-g
at

he
re

d
pa

pe
rs

, r
ec

or
ds

, p
ho

to
s 

an
d 

ar
tif

ac
ts

 c
an

 b
e 

sa
fe

ly
di

sp
la

ye
d.

 T
he

 u
ni

t p
os

te
rs

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 d

is
pl

ay
ed

 a
ls

o

T
H

E

im
m

ig
ra

nt
 S

tu
di

es
be

ca
us

e 
fo

r 
so

m
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
us

e 
th

e 
po

st
er

s
as

 s
ou

rc
es

 o
f i

nf
or

m
at

io
n.

E
ac

h 
ac

tiv
ity

 h
as

 p
re

pa
ra

to
ry

 m
at

er
ia

l f
or

 y
ou

 a
nd

 a
n

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d/

or
 d

at
a 

sh
ee

t f
or

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t. 

T
he

fo
rm

at
 fo

r 
th

e 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 w

ill
 1

?e
 d

et
ai

le
d 

in
 a

 la
te

r
se

ct
io

n 
of

 th
is

 c
ha

pt
er

.

In
 e

ac
h 

ac
tiv

ity
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

de
al

 w
ith

 s
om

e 
co

nt
en

t
re

la
tiv

e 
to

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
 h

is
to

ry
. T

he
y 

us
e 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f

st
ra

te
gi

es
 a

nd
 in

st
ru

ct
io

na
l p

ro
ce

ss
es

 to
 d

ea
l w

ith
th

is
 c

on
te

nt
. I

n 
so

m
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 th
ey

 r
ea

d 
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

tr
y 

to
 s

im
ul

at
e 

th
e 

de
ci

si
on

-m
ak

in
g

pr
oc

es
s 

an
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

 fa
m

ily
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
" 

In
 o

th
er

ac
tiv

iti
es

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
re

ad
 a

cc
ou

nt
s 

an
d 

dd
sc

rip
tio

ns
 o

f
im

m
ig

ra
nt

's
 li

ve
s 

an
d 

th
en

 w
rit

e 
th

ei
r 

im
pr

es
si

on
s.

F
ol

lo
w

in
g 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

us
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

st
ud

en
t a

ct
iv

ity
 s

he
et

s.
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e 
re

co
rd

ed
 o

n 
th

e
A

ct
iv

ity
 P

ro
fil

e 
S

he
et

.

If 
th

is
 s

ys
te

m
 fo

r 
ev

al
ua

tin
g 

st
ud

en
t p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 is

 u
se

d,
 it

 is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
di

sc
us

s 
th

e
sy

st
em

 w
ith

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
be

fo
re

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 th

e 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. S

tu
de

nt
s 

sh
ou

ld
 u

nd
er

st
an

d:

1)
 th

e 
cr

ite
ria

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 fo

r 
ev

al
ua

tin
g 

th
ei

r 
in

di
vi

du
al

 a
ct

iv
ity

 p
ro

du
ct

s.

2)
 w

hi
ch

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 fa
ct

or
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

us
ed

 to
 c

al
cu

la
te

 th
ei

r 
fin

al
 g

ra
de

, i
f o

ne
 is

 g
iv

en
.

F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 it

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 to
 w

ha
t e

xt
en

t a
ct

iv
ity

 p
ro

du
ct

s,
 c

la
ss

 p
ar

tic
ip

a-
tio

n,
 s

pe
ci

al
 p

ro
je

ct
s,

 e
tc

. w
ill

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 a

 fi
na

l g
ra

de
.

3)
 if

 lo
ng

-t
er

m
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

ar
e 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

.

T
he

 fa
ct

 th
at

 IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 h

el
ps

 s
tu

de
nt

s
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
lo

ca
l h

is
to

ry
 o

fte
n 

le
ad

s 
to

 n
ew

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

nd
ac

tiv
iti

es
 th

at
 m

ay
 d

iff
er

 fr
om

 th
os

e 
in

 th
e 

un
its

. F
or

ex
am

pl
e,

 in
de

xi
ng

 a
 lo

ca
l c

em
et

er
y 

m
ay

 b
e 

of
 in

te
re

st
 to

a 
st

ud
en

t a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

be
in

g 
ve

ry
 u

se
fu

l t
o 

th
e 

co
m

-
m

un
ity

. A
 lo

ng
-t

er
m

 c
om

m
itm

en
t o

f t
hi

s 
ty

pe
 m

ay
 n

ot
 fi

t

yo
ur

 c
rit

er
ia

 fo
r 

ev
al

ua
tin

g 
st

ud
en

t p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 a
nd

th
us

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
di

sr
up

tiv
e 

to
 y

ou
r 

pl
an

s.
 It

 is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

o
de

ci
de

 h
ow

 to
 d

ea
l w

ith
 d

iv
er

ge
nt

 in
te

re
st

s 
be

fo
re

 b
e-

gi
nn

in
g 

th
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
un

its
. A

ct
iv

iti
es

 o
f l

oc
al

in
te

re
st

 a
nd

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
ce

 c
an

 o
fte

n 
be

 in
te

gr
at

ed
 w

ith
 o

r
su

bs
tit

ut
ed

 fo
r 

th
os

e 
al

re
ad

y 
de

sc
rib

ed
 in

 th
e 

un
its

.
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im
m

igrant Studies
U

N
IT

S
F

rom
 1820 w

hen im
m

igration statistics
w

ere first re-
corded until 1921 w

hen the first quota act
w

as passed,
over 30 m

illion im
m

igrants cam
e to A

m
erica.

O
ne of the goals of IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 is
to

provide students w
ith factual inform

ation about im
m

i-
grants to A

m
erica from

 approxim
ately 1820 to 1920.

T
his inform

ation has been categorized to correspond
w

ith the three m
ajor topics; O

R
IG

IN
S

/T
H

E
JO

U
R

N
E

Y
,

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

, C
U

LT
U

R
E

. T
he inform

ation
in

this chapter is m
eant prim

arily foryour use but m
ay be

given directly to students if you deem
 it appropriate.

F
or certain activities you m

ay w
ish to read excerpts

from
 this background nform

ation to students.

O
rigins/the tourney

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
S

 A
R

E
 IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

S
A

ll A
m

erlt,:am
 are descendants of im

m
igrants T

he
Indians cam

e earliest, from
 50,000 to 13,000 B

.C
.

S
panish explorers cam

e during the 1500's. E
nglish set-

tlers first cam
e during the 1600's. B

lacks from
 A

frica
w

ere forced to im
m

igrate to this country from
 the

1600's until the 1800's. S
eventeenth century A

m
erica,

although
predom

inantly A
nglo-S

axon, had
S

cotts,
Irish,

F
rench, S

panish, Jew
ish, G

erm
ans, D

utch,
S

w
edes, D

anes and F
inns.

T
he follow

ing chart describes the tw
o m

ain periods of
im

m
igration dealt w

ith in IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
.

P
eriod

N
ationalities of Im

m
igrantsto A

m
erica

1820-1680 N
orthw

est E
uropeans:

E
nglish, Irish, W

elsh, S
cotts, B

elgians, F
rench, D

utch, G
erm

ans, S
w

edes,
N

orw
egians, D

anes, S
w

irz.s;
O

rientals:
C

hinese, Japanese.
1880-1932 S

outh, S
outheastern E

uropeans:
A

ustrians, H
ungarians. Jew

s, B
ulgarians, G

reeks, T
urkish, Italians. P

olish,
R

um
anians, S

erbians, S
lovaks, C

zechs, A
rm

enir,s, S
yrians;

also M
exicans, R

ussians, F
inns, Lithuanians, and Latvians.

W
H

Y
 T

H
E

Y
 LE

F
T

 T
H

E
IR

 H
O

M
E

LA
N

D
S

T
he em

igrants left their hom
elands

because they w
ere

-dissatisfied w
ith conditions there.

T
hey em

igrated to
escape religious persecution,

w
ar,

N
olitical

unrest,
fam

ine,
poverty,

over-crow
ding,

and harsh
class

system
s w

hich restricted their right
to ow

n land, m
ake

law
s, and hold

pow
er. M

any sought w
ealth and glory

w
hich, they w

ere led to believe,
w

ould be theirs in
A

m
erica.
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B
A
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N
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N
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M

A
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N

E
ng

lis
h 

pe
op

le
 c

am
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se
ek

in
g 

fr
ee

do
m

 a
nd

 a
 b

et
te

r,
 r

ic
he

r 
fif

e.
T

he
 p

ot
at

o 
fa

m
in

e 
in

 Ir
el

an
d,

 fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

an
 u

nu
su

al
ly

 h
ar

sh
w

in
te

r 
in

 1
84

6,
 c

au
se

d 
a 

qu
ar

te
r 

of
 a

 m
ill

io
n 

Ir
is

h 
pe

op
le

 to
le

av
e 

th
ei

r 
ho

m
el

an
d.

 C
ro

p 
fa

ilu
re

 in
 1

84
6 

an
d 

fa
ilu

re
 o

f t
he

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 r

ev
ol

ut
io

n 
in

 1
84

8 
w

er
e 

re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

fo
r 

br
in

gi
ng

hu
nd

re
ds

 o
f t

ho
us

an
ds

 o
f G

er
m

an
s 

to
 A

m
er

ic
a.

 S
ca

nd
in

av
ia

ns
on

 th
ei

r 
sm

al
l f

ar
m

s 
co

ul
d 

no
t f

ar
m

 a
s 

ef
fic

ie
nt

ly
 a

s 
A

m
er

ic
an

s
w

ho
se

 p
ro

du
ct

s 
w

er
e 

be
in

g 
so

ld
 a

ll 
ov

er
 E

ur
op

e.
 A

 s
ca

rc
ity

 o
f

go
od

 fa
rm

 la
nd

 a
nd

 th
e 

pr
ac

tic
e 

of
 h

an
di

ng
 d

ow
n 

la
nd

 o
nl

y 
to

th
e 

el
de

st
 s

on
 m

ad
e 

it 
im

po
ss

ib
le

 fo
r 

m
an

y 
pe

op
le

 to
 o

w
n 

la
nd

.
R

us
si

an
s 

fo
un

d 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

un
de

r 
th

e 
C

za
r 

an
d 

hi
s 

co
ss

ac
ks

 u
n-

be
ar

ab
le

. T
he

y 
so

ug
ht

 fr
ee

do
m

 in
 A

m
er

ic
a.

 P
ol

es
 le

ft 
th

ei
r

ho
m

el
an

d 
to

 a
vo

id
 fi

gh
tin

g 
in

 G
er

m
an

, R
us

si
an

 o
r 

A
us

tr
ia

n
ar

m
ie

s.
 It

al
ia

ns
 c

ho
se

 e
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

ov
er

 s
ta

rv
at

io
n.

 C
hi

ne
se

 le
ft

ov
er

-c
ro

w
de

d 
C

an
to

n 
to

 w
or

k 
fo

r 
lo

w
 w

ag
es

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
ra

ilr
oa

ds
in

 W
es

te
rn

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s.

 M
ex

ic
an

s 
le

ft 
un

se
ttl

ed
 c

on
di

tio
ns

.

W
H

Y
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
?

T
he

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

ca
m

e 
to

 A
m

er
ic

a
w

an
tin

g
re

lig
io

us
, p

ol
iti

ca
l,

an
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

. T
he

y 
ca

m
e 

fo
r 

la
nd

, f
or

 e
du

ca
-

tio
n,

 fo
r 

so
ci

al
 e

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 fo

r 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 in

 A
m

er
ic

a.
 T

he
y

re
ad

 o
f t

he
 r

ic
h 

so
il,

 th
e 

gr
ow

in
g 

ci
tie

s,
 th

e 
ne

w
 in

du
st

rie
s 

w
ith

m
od

er
n 

m
ac

hi
ne

s.
 T

he
y 

re
ad

 o
f e

qu
al

ity
no

 p
rin

ce
s 

or
 d

uk
es

an
d 

no
 c

la
ss

 d
is

tin
ct

io
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
fa

ct
or

y 
w

or
ke

rs
 a

nd
 e

xe
cu

-
tiv

es
, r

ic
h 

an
d 

po
or

, T
he

y 
re

ad
 o

f e
le

ct
in

g 
on

e'
s 

ow
n 

go
ve

rn
in

g
.o

ffi
ci

al
s 

.a
nd

 o
f f

ee
lin

g 
eq

ua
l t

o 
th

em
. T

he
y 

dr
ea

m
ed

 o
f b

ei
ng

re
sp

ec
te

d,
 r

eg
ar

dl
es

s 
of

 o
cc

up
at

io
n.

A
m

er
ic

an
 s

ta
te

s 
ad

ve
rt

is
ed

 fo
r 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s.

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 in

18
58

 w
he

n 
M

in
ne

so
ta

 b
ec

am
e 

a 
st

at
e,

 it
 n

ee
de

d 
pe

op
le

 to
 fa

rm
th

e 
la

nd
 a

nd
 to

 w
or

k 
in

 th
e 

gr
ow

in
g 

in
du

st
ria

l c
iti

es
. M

in
ne

so
ta

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

th
e 

po
si

tio
n 

of
 c

om
m

is
si

on
er

 o
f i

m
m

ig
ra

tio
n.

 T
hi

s
of

fic
ia

l s
en

t r
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
es

 o
f t

he
 s

ta
te

 to
 N

ew
 Y

or
k 

to
 lu

re
im

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
to

 M
in

ne
so

ta
.

M
an

y 
"g

ui
de

s'
-' 

fo
r 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

w
er

e 
pu

bl
is

he
d 

in
 th

e 
m

id
dl

e
an

d 
la

te
 1

80
0'

s.
 S

om
e 

w
er

e 
re

al
is

tic
, p

ra
ct

ic
al

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
ns

 o
f

to
po

gr
ap

hy
, c

lim
at

e 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
n 

an
 a

re
a.

 O
th

er
s 

w
er

e
gl

or
ifi

ed
 a

cc
ou

nt
s 

of
 u

to
pi

an
 p

la
ce

s 
w

ith
 p

ur
e 

w
at

er
, f

er
til

e 
so

il,
be

au
tif

ul
 fo

re
st

s,
 w

ild
 fr

ui
ts

 a
nd

 a
 h

ea
lth

fu
l c

lim
at

e.

R
&

S

C
ht

fu
nb

to
 S

tti
m

a 
!

'a
rc

it 
.e

ni
nt

rit
itt

en
 !

(s
)u

rc
 a

nc
irf

ic
.

lq
r

rt
ud

.O
rp

.it
hl

ie
ut

"7
.

'h
ut

t
4(

.

S
t

ito
lo

ta
,

S
.

14
4

...
...

ra
n

fn
...

..

D
ire

kt
e 

t i
 in

er
tia

A
.I 

ov
h.

v 
I

LO
A

 1
.4

4.
. S

aw
,

&
 *

lo
st

ic

0

O
D

E
ve

nt
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

go
ld

 r
us

h 
of

 1
84

9 
le

d 
m

an
y 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

to
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 A
m

er
ic

a 
w

as
 a

' p
la

ce
 li

ne
d 

w
ith

 g
ol

d 
w

he
re

 th
ey

co
ul

d 
ge

t r
ic

h 
qu

ic
kl

y.
 S

om
e 

gu
id

es
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 th
e 

en
tir

e 
U

ni
te

d
S

ta
te

s;
 o

th
er

s 
w

er
e 

w
rit

te
n 

fo
r 

in
di

vi
du

al
 s

ta
te

s 
or

 e
th

ni
c

gr
ou

ps
. R

ai
lro

ad
 p

ro
m

ot
io

n 
gu

id
es

 in
fo

rm
ed

 p
ro

sp
ec

tiv
e 

im
m

i-
gr

an
ts

 o
f t

he
 w

ea
lth

 o
f o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

in
 A

m
er

ic
a 

al
on

g 
th

e 
lin

es
of

 A
m

er
ic

an
 r

ai
lro

ad
s.

 R
ai

lro
ad

 c
om

pa
ni

es
 o

ffe
re

d 
re

du
ce

d
fa

re
s 

to
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
w

ho
 w

ou
ld

 g
o 

w
es

t a
nd

 h
el

p 
to

 s
et

tle
 r

ai
l-

ro
ad

 la
nd

s.
 E

th
ni

c 
or

 r
el

ig
io

us
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

 s
om

et
im

es
 fo

rm
ed

co
lo

ni
za

tio
n 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
to

 a
ss

is
t i

m
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

w
ho

 w
ou

ld
 s

et
tle

 in
th

ei
r 

ar
ea

.

T
H

E
 J

O
U

R
N

E
Y

 T
O

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

 (
18

30
's

 to
 1

93
0)

F
or

 th
e 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

of
 th

e 
18

30
's

 a
nd

 4
0'

s 
th

e 
tr

ip
 fr

om
 L

iv
er

-
po

ol
 to

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
by

 s
ai

lin
g 

sh
ip

 to
ok

 fr
om

 th
irt

y 
to

 n
in

et
y 

da
ys

;
fo

rt
y 

da
ys

 w
as

 th
e 

av
er

ag
e 

le
ng

th
 o

f a
 jo

ur
ne

y.
 A

t t
ha

t t
im

e
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sailing sl- 'ps w
ere the only option and they w

ere at the m
ercy of

w
inds and tides and often unskilled crew

s. T
hese ships w

ere as
sm

all as 300 tons and w
ere subject to hazards of shipw

reck,
m

utiny, and fire. G
enerally im

m
igrants either purchased cabin

passage w
hich w

as reasonably uncrow
ded and com

fortable or
steerage passage w

hich w
as very crow

ded and uncom
fortable.

S
om

e im
m

igrants w
ho couldn't afford even steerage passage

m
ade the journey in C

anadian lum
ber or fishing vessels w

hich
norm

ally sailed back to A
m

erica w
ith no cargo. T

hese ships
w

ere even less suitable for hum
an passengers than other

sailing vessels..

Im
m

igrants w
ho could afford steerage passage in the part of the

ship below
 the m

ain deck spent m
ost of the forty days and

nights in an area approxim
ately 75 feet long, 25 feet w

ide, and 5
feet high. T

he ship carried 400 to 1,000 passengers, "and often
rats, too. T

he passenger quarters w
ere dark, sm

elly, and either
sticky hot or dam

p and cold. F
rom

 five to nine im
m

igrants
shared individuals cubicles 10 feet by 5 feet by 3 feet high, in
the steerage area.

T
here w

ere w
ater closets in steerage, a couple of cooking

stoves, and tables on w
hich each fam

ily could prepare its
m

eals. P
eople got daily w

ater rations but had to add vinegar to
conceal the stench of the w

ater. T
hey carefully rationed out

their food for:fear of running short. S
om

e crew
 m

em
bers w

ere
know

n to sell food to passengers or trade food for im
m

igrants'
possessions.

A
 generous captain m

ight allow
 passengers short visits to the

deck in fair w
eather. S

o.,ie never did.

D
isease w

as ever presei
in shipboard. C

row
ded, dirty condi-

tions in steerage result=
in outbreaks of cholera, dysentery,

yellow
 fever, sm

allpox, m
easles, and "ship fever." O

n one ship

500 passengers died before reaching A
m

erica. T
he average

m
ortality rate w

as ten percent. B
odies w

ould be w
rapped in

sheets and dum
ped overboard. B

ody lice w
ere com

m
on in the

crow
ded dirty conditions, and they spread rapidly am

ong
passengers.

It w
as inevitable that there w

ould be other
problem

s on board. P
eople quarreled over m

inor disagree-
m

ents, thefts occurred, and people w
ere hom

esick and de-
pressed.

In
addition, there w

ere often several nationality
groups on a ship, and com

m
unication betw

een them
 w

as dif-
ficult or im

possible

A
lthough m

ost of the em
igrants from

 E
urope traveled by steer-

age, som
e could afford first or second class cabin passage.

T
hese passengers w

ere often adm
itted to the U

nited S
tates

w
ithout the lengthy exam

ination at E
llis Island, in spite of the

U
.S

 law
s w

hich required all aliens to pass the exam
ination

before entry. A
fter 1860, conditions im

proved som
ew

hat for
steerage passengers. S

team
ships took over the high class

passenger business and left the sailing vessels com
peting for

custom
ers. R

ates cam
e dow

n and conditions on the ships w
ere

im
proved. W

hen E
uropean countries started building steam

pow
ered m

erchant ships in the 1870's, em
igrants could buy a

steerage passage plus food for just over $10.00 and they could
m

ake the trip from
 E

urope in ten days or less. Later, ten to
tw

enty thousand ton steam
 ships could m

ake the trip in a w
eek.

A
R

R
IV

A
L IN

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

Land w
as a w

elcom
e sight after the long, grueling journey.

Im
m

igrants took their first steps on A
m

erican land at one of
seventy different federal im

m
igrant stations in the U

.S
. Latin

A
m

ericans cam
e to N

ew
 O

rleans, S
avannah and other southern

ports. M
exicans cam

e to T
exas, N

ew
 M

exico, A
rizona and C

ali-
fornia. C

hinese and other O
rientals cam

e to S
an F

rancisco,
S

eattle and other P
acific ports. S

om
e E

uropeans cam
e to

B
oston, P

hiladelphia, and B
altim

ore, but a huge m
ajority cam

e
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F
our generations. 1915.

R
E

A
S

O
N

S
 F

O
R

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

/12

F
irst generation im

m
igrants to A

m
erica often settled near rela-

tives or others from
 the sam

e hom
eland. In their daily lives,

they could com
m

unicate in their ow
n language or dialect. T

hey
had schools, churches and som

etim
es new

spapers w
hich m

ain-

S
A

M
P

LE
 G

E
N

E
R

A
T

IO
N

 C
H

A
R

T

G
eneration

N
am

e
C

ountry of
B

irth
Language

S
ocial activities, holidays, festivals,

clothes, food, crafts, m
usic.

C
hurches

1
M

ary P
arittsan

'r
M

atti
F

inland
F

innish
A

lm
ost entirely F

innish
C

ustom
s

flatbread, lulefisk, sauna,
F

innish songs, crafts. A
ll friends w

ere
F

innish M
arried a F

inn

F
innish

Lutheran
C

hurch
(A

postolic)

2
A

rthur M
attie

A
m

erica
F

innish
C

an speak E
nglish w

hen necessary.
Learned E

nglish by going through
second grade to country school
R

eads F
ininish and E

nglish
new

spapers

F
latbread

also A
m

erican foods
Lutefisk F

innish rye bread K
now

s
F

innish songs. S
auna R

uoka. A
ctive in

com
m

unity projects w
ith F

inns and
non-F

inns M
ostly F

innish friends P
ublic

S
chool (teacher changed nam

e from
 M

ani
to M

antel M
arried a F

inn

F
innish

Lutheran
C

hurch
(A

postolic)

N
ora M

aitre
'W

right
A

m
erica

E
nglish

.

C
an still speak F

innish
speaks

F
innish only w

ith parents
.

P
ractices very few

 F
innish custom

s M
ost

friends are non-F
innish D

id not teach her
children F

innish language or custom
s

M
arried a non-F

inn

M
ethodist

4
B

renda W
right

Johnson
A

m
erica

E
nglish but is studying F

innish at
the U

niversity
N

o F
innish custom

s except occasional
sauna at grandparent? house Is in-
terested in learning about F

inland
M

arried a non-F
inn

M
ethodist

tained the language and culture of their hom
eland. T

heir cul-
tural ties becam

e less'strong am
ong second and third genera-

tion im
m

igrants. P
eople left the ethnic settlem

ents for m
ore

education and higher paying jobs. T
o prosper they had to learn

E
nglish and som

ething of the A
m

erican econom
ic and political

system
s.
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 th
es

e 
gr

ou
ps

 w
ho

 w
er

e 
m

os
tly

st
ra

ng
er

s 
to

 th
em

. R
ac

is
t a

tti
tu

de
s 

gr
ew

 u
p.

 T
he

 b
el

ie
f w

as
 th

at
im

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
no

t o
f A

ng
lo

-S
ax

on
 o

r 
T

eu
to

ni
c 

an
ce

st
ry

 w
er

e 
in

-
na

te
ly

 in
fe

rio
r.

T
he

 K
no

w
-N

ot
hi

ng
 P

ar
ty

 in
 1

85
4 

tr
ie

d 
to

-k
ee

p 
R

om
an

 C
at

ho
lic

s
an

d 
no

n-
ci

tiz
en

s 
ou

t o
f g

ov
er

nm
en

t. 
T

he
 W

or
ki

ng
m

en
's

 P
ar

ty
in

 1
87

7 
fe

ar
ed

 C
hi

ne
se

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s.

 B
y 

19
20

 th
e 

K
u 

K
lu

x 
K

la
n

ha
d 

fiv
e 

m
ill

io
n 

m
em

be
rs

. T
he

se
 a

nd
 m

an
y 

ot
he

r 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
fa

vo
re

d 
th

e 
re

st
ric

tio
n 

of
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n.
 T

he
y 

w
or

ke
d 

fo
r 

th
e

pa
ss

ag
e 

of
 li

te
ra

cy
 r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 w
hi

ch
 th

ey
 th

ou
gh

t w
ou

ld
re

st
ric

t a
ll 

no
n 

A
ng

lo
-S

ax
on

 r
ac

es
.

T
he

 fi
rs

t W
or

ld
 W

ar
 b

ro
ug

ht
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

fe
ar

s 
of

 "
fo

re
ig

ne
rs

"
ab

ro
ad

 a
nd

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
co

un
tr

y.
 T

he
re

 w
er

e 
cr

us
ad
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 to

 fo
rc

e
A

m
er

ic
an

iz
at

io
n 

on
 a

ll 
al

ie
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. T
he

 m
ot

to
, 1

00
%

 A
m

er
ic

an
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m
ha

d 
th

e 
go

al
 o

f m
ak

in
g 

al
l a

lie
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 e
ith

er
 b

ec
om

e,
 o

r 
de

cl
ar

e 
th

ei
r

in
te

rt
io

ns
 o

f b
ec

om
in

g 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s 
ci

tiz
en

s.
 T

he
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t,
ed

uc
at

io
n 

de
pa

rt
m

en
ts

, i
nd

us
tr

ie
s,

 w
om

en
's

 fe
de

ra
tio

ns
, s

oc
ia

l
an

d 
w

el
fa

re
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

 a
nd

 p
riv

at
e 

ci
tiz

en
s 

al
l p

ar
tir

ir
in

th
e 

ca
m

pa
ig

n.
 S

om
e 

of
 th

e 
ca

m
pa

ig
ne

rs
 w

or
ke

d 
on

 th
.

.1
 e

m
is

e
th

at
 a

lie
ns

 h
ad

 to
 p

ro
ve

 th
ei

r 
A

m
er

ic
an

is
m

, o
th

er
s 

ha
d

hu
m

an
ita

ria
n 

co
nc

er
ns

 a
nd

 tr
ie

d 
to

 h
el

p 
im

m
ig
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nt

s 
in

 th
e

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 A

m
er

ic
an

iz
at

io
n.

C
ul

tu
re

W
H

A
T

 IS
 C

U
LT

U
R

E
?

ce
)

C
ui

tu
re

 is
 d

ef
in

ed
 a

s 
th

e 
su

m
 to

ta
l o

f 
w

ay
s 

of
 li

vi
ng

 b
ui

lt 
up

 b
y 

a
gr

ou
p 

of
 h

um
an

 b
ei

ng
s,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 tr
an

sm
itt

ed
 fr

om
 o

ne
 g

en
er

a-
tio

n 
to

 a
no

th
er

.

T
he

 s
tu

dy
 o

f c
ul

tu
re

 is
 a

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 p

ar
t o

f i
m

m
ig
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nt

 s
tu

di
es

.
G

ro
up

s 
of

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 h
ad

 s
ha

re
d 

a 
co

m
m

on
 c

ul
tu

re
 in

 th
e 

ol
d
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country w
ere becom

ing dispersed and settled am
ong people

from
 m

any different cultural backgrounds in the new
 country.

T
he new

 environm
ent forced m

any im
m

igrants to give
up som

e
of their old w

ays. A
m

ericanization w
as the

process of shedding
parts of one culture and taking on parts of another culture.
W

hat first generation im
m

igrants passed on to their children
w

as likely a m
ixture of old country custom

s along w
ith those

new
 country custom

s w
hich they thought necessary to their

survival here. S
econd and third generation im

m
igrants perhaps

passed on m
ore A

m
erican w

ays than old w
ays. Y

et
m

any old.
w

ays did survive and even becom
e part of the A

m
erican

culture.

W
H

E
R

E
 IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

S
 S

E
T

T
LE

D

W
ith the hom

estead act, the U
nited S

tates offered.free land in
the w

est to those w
ho w

ould build on it and live
on it for five

years. M
any im

m
igrants w

ent w
est to farm

. S
w

edes, F
inns,

N
orw

egians and G
erm

ans_started farm
s in M

innesota, W
iscon-

sin, and Illinois. Irish, S
cots, and E

nglish populated the eastern
states. P

oles, R
ussians and C

zechs settled in N
ew

 E
ngland and

the M
iddle W

est. A
rm

enians and S
yrians farm

ed in C
alifornia.

S
om

e Irish crow
ded into N

ew
 Y

ork and B
oston. O

thers w
ent

w
est to w

ork on the railroads. Jew
s also w

ent to the cities.

P
ennsylvania m

ines drew
 w

orkers from
 C

zechoslovakia, Lithu-
ania, and Latvia. Illinois, W

isconsin and upper M
ichigan drew

the C
ousin Jacks from

 C
ornw

all, E
ngland. M

any B
ohem

ians
becam

e cigar m
akers in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. Italians settled in the

cities and retained their culture. C
hinese cam

e to C
alifornia and

settled "C
hinatow

ns." T
hey w

orked on the r.A
ilroads

or at an.;
kinds of jobs available. Japanese, H

indus, F
ilipinos, S

ikhs, and
M

alays also settled in C
alifornia. M

any A
m

erican cities still
have a "Little P

oland," a "Little Italy," or a "C
hinatow

n."
T

here are sm
all tow

ns today w
hich are alm

ost exclusively
F

innish or S
w

edish or G
erm

an or C
zech.

N
orw

egian dancers. 1940. M
innesota H

istorical S
ociety.

D
E

G
R

E
E

 O
F

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

A
s the A

m
erican population grew

 and as people becom
e

m
ore

m
obile, there w

as m
ore interaction betw

een different ethnic
groups. A

s they learned to speak the sam
e language com

m
uni-

cations im
proved betw

een them
. Interaction and interm

arriage
betw

een people of differing ethnic backgrounds m
erged the

custom
s and traditions and languages of the groups.
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N
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 m
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 s
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fe
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in
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ic
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F
or
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im

m
ig
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nt

 fa
m

ili
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 A
m

er
ic

an
iz
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oc
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rr

ed
 b

ut
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fe
w

 o
f t

he
 tr
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iti
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s 

w
er

e 
m
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nt

ai
ne
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 F

or
 e

xa
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pl
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 a
 fo
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ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
Ita

lia
n 
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an
 fr

om
 B

ro
ok
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n 

sp
ea
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 n

o 
Ita

lia
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 a
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te
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ed
 p

ub
lic

 s
ch

oo
ls

, a
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 m
ar
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a 
no

n-
Ita

lia
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 b
ut

 s
he

en
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 c

oo
ki

ng
 th

e 
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lia
n 
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s 
he

r 
gr

an
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ot
he

r 
an

d 
m

ot
he

r
al

w
ay

s 
m

ad
e.

 T
he

 w
ho

le
 fa

m
ily

 c
el

eb
ra
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s 

C
hr

is
tm

as
 w

ith
 a

tr
ad

iti
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al
 It

al
ia
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di

nn
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.

In
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no
th

er
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st
an
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, a

 c
ou
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ho
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re

 b
ot

h 
th

ird
 g

en
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F

in
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 im
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ig

ra
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 s
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ak

 E
ng
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in
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sh
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un

ity
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ey
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F

in
ni

sh
 s

au
na

 in
 th

ei
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fiction Pack
W

H
A

T
 IS

 A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K
?

A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K
 provides four specific activities in w

hich stu-
dents investigate the past. E

ach activity includes the techni-
ques necessary for carrying out that particular kind of in-
vestigation.

1. H
istorical C

lues in Y
our C

om
m

unity
events
places

2. C
em

etery S
tudy

-

people
events

3. G
enealogical S

earching
people

4. O
ral H

istory
people events

places

A
C

T
IO

N
 P

A
C

K
 activities and resource cards are m

eant to be
used throughout IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

. T
hey

m
ay be appro-

priate during other IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 units

or for
students doing individual research projects.

T
he follow

ing chart show
s the relationship betw

een A
C

T
IO

N
P

A
C

K
 and activities in O

R
IG

IN
S

 /T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
E

Y
, A

M
E

R
I-

C
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

, and C
U

LT
U

R
E

.

H
igh school students m

aking a gravestone rubbing. 1975.
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ds

P
la

ce
s 

an
d 

S
ou

rc
es

of
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n
kr

N
r

.4
.*

A
,k

"
0 

Q
-

0 
04

)
1

A
ct

iv
ity

 1 3 -5 6

X
X

X

04 +
"

(r
e

$0
+

el
' 4

.
P

A
ct

iv
ity

 1 2 3 4 5

4-
4Q

".
)

-A
.
e%

0 
,)

A
ct

iv
ity

 1 2 3 4

X
X

.

X X
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&
H

uth] D
escriptions
LE

V
E

L O
N

E

O
rigins /the U

ourney
A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 1

LIN
E

A
G

E
 C

H
A

R
T

...(fam
ily research)

S
tudents trace their ow

n lineage as far back as they
can in order to determ

ine:
1) the place of origin of their ancestors,
2) w

hen their ancestors cam
e to the U

nited S
tates,

3) T
he m

eaning of "generation."
T

his activity w
ill be introduced in class and the in-

form
ation gathered outside of class over tw

o to three
w

eeks.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 2
IR

IS
H

 P
O

T
A

T
O

 F
A

M
IN

E
...(decision m

aking)
S

tudents read an account of conditions. in Ireland
during the 1840's. In sm

all groups they sim
ulate

a
fam

ily's decision on w
hether to em

igrate. T
he

group
lists reasons for and against em

igration and then
tries to reach a decision. G

roup decisions are re-
ported to the class and discussed. T

his activity
can

be done during one to tw
o class periods.

L
ippendix

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3
D

E
C

IS
IO

N
 A

T
 T

H
E

 P
O

R
T

...(sm
all group sim

ula-
tion)
S

tudents sim
ulate a decision w

hich m
any em

igrants
had to m

ake w
hen arriving at their port of departure

w
ith too m

any possessions for the tiny space alloted
to them

 on the ship. G
iven a list of possessions

brought to the port by a fam
ily, students decide w

hat
to take and w

hat to leave behind. In sm
all groups

students discuss and revise their
list and then

present it to the class for discussion. Later students
discuss a

list
of belongings actually taken by

em
igrants. T

his activity can be com
pleted during one

or tw
o class periods.A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 4

T
H

E
 JO

U
R

N
E

Y
...(w

riting a diary)
S

tudents read a description of the journey and then
each w

rites a diary that m
ight have been w

ritten by
an em

igrant on a sailing ship in 1850. T
his activity

can be done in one or tw
o class periods.
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A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 D
E

S
C

R
IP

T
IO

N
S

 L
E

V
E

L 
O

N
E

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 5
T

H
E

 S
T

A
T

U
E

 O
F

 L
IB

E
R

T
Y

...
(li

st
in

g 
em

ot
io

ns
)

A
fte

r 
re

ad
in

g 
ac

co
un

ts
 o

f a
rr

iv
al

 in
 A

m
er

ic
a,

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
tr

y 
to

lis
t t

he
 e

m
ot

io
ns

 th
e 

im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 o

nc
e 

th
e 

S
ta

tu
e

of
 L

ib
er

ty
 w

as
 in

 s
ig

ht
. T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

d.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 6
E

LL
IS

 IS
LA

N
D

...
(c

re
at

iv
e 

w
rit

in
g)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
ge

t i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t i

m
m

ig
ra

nt
 p

ro
ce

ss
in

g 
at

 E
lli

s
Is

la
nd

, T
he

y 
th

en
 w

rit
e 

a 
st

or
y 

ab
ou

t i
m

m
ig

ra
nt

s 
po

rt
ra

ye
d 

in
a 

ph
ot

o 
pr

es
en

te
d 

in
 c

la
ss

. T
hi

s 
ac

tiv
ity

 c
an

 b
e 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 in

on
e 

cl
as

s 
pe

rio
d.

am
er

ic
an

iz
at

io
n

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 1
T

H
E

 M
E

LT
IN

G
 P

O
T

...
(f

am
ily

 r
es

ea
rc

h)
S

tu
de

nt
s 

di
sc

us
s 

th
e 

"m
el

tin
g 

po
t"

 id
ea

 a
nd

 th
en

 fi
nd

 o
ut

ho
w

 m
an

y 
na

tio
na

lit
ie

s 
th

ey
 p

er
so

na
lly

 r
ep

re
se

nt
. T

hi
s

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
in

tr
od

uc
ed

 in
cl

as
s 

an
d 

th
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

ga
th

er
ed

 a
t h

om
e.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 2
T

H
E

 G
E

N
E

R
A

T
IO

N
 C

H
A

R
T

...
(f

am
ily

 r
es

ea
rc

h)
S

tu
de

nt
s 

ga
th

er
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fr

om
 p

ar
en

ts
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 r
el

at
iv

es
to

 lo
ok

 fo
r 

pa
tte

rn
s 

of
 c

ha
ng

e 
fr

om
 o

ne
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

 g
en

er
at

io
n

to
 th

e 
ne

xt
. T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 m

ay
 b

e 
ca

rr
ie

d 
on

 o
ve

r 
on

e 
or

 tw
o

w
ee

ks
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3
, 4

, 5
, 6

T
H

E
 S

T
O

R
Y

 O
F

 G
E

O
R

G
E

 M
...

.(
a 

ca
se

 h
is

to
ry

)
S

tu
de

nt
s 

re
ad

 th
e 

st
or

y 
of

 G
eo

rg
e 

M
., 

a 
se

co
nd

 g
en

er
at

io
n

im
m

ig
ra

nt
, t

o 
be

co
m

e 
aw

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

fa
te

d 
in

 th
e

A
m

er
ic

an
iz

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

s.
 T

hi
s 

st
or

y 
is

 u
se

d 
as

 th
e 

ba
si

s 
fo

r
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

fo
ur

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3
C

H
A

N
G

IN
G

 T
O

 F
IT

 IN
...

(p
rio

rit
y 

ra
nk

in
g)

F
ro

m
 a

 li
st

 o
f i

te
m

s 
w

hi
ch

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

of
te

n 
ha

d 
to

 le
av

e
be

hi
nd

, s
tu

de
nt

s 
ra

nk
 it

em
s 

fr
om

 e
as

ie
st

 to
 h

ar
de

st
 to

 g
iv

e
up

. T
hi

s 
ac

tiv
ity

 c
an

 b
e 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 in

 o
ne

cl
as

s 
pe

rio
d.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 4
F

O
R

E
IG

N
E

R
...

(d
ea

lin
g 

w
ith

 fe
el

in
gs

)
S

tu
de

nt
s 

lis
t w

or
ds

 to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

G
eo

rg
e'

s 
fe

el
in

gs
 w

he
n 

pe
er

s
m

ak
e 

fu
n 

of
 h

is
 "

fo
re

ig
n"

 w
ay

s.
 T

he
n 

th
ey

 c
om

pl
et

e 
a 

se
n-

te
nc

e 
to

 g
iv

e 
re

as
on

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
be

ha
vi

or
 o

f G
eo

rg
e'

s 
pe

er
s.

 T
hi

s
ac

tiv
ity

 c
an

 b
e 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
on

e 
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

d.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 5
S

A
M

E
N

E
S

S
...

(c
re

at
iv

e 
w

rit
in

g)
S

tu
de

nt
s 

ex
pr

es
s 

th
ei

r 
id

ea
s 

ab
ou

t h
ow

 it
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

if 
ev

er
yo

ne
w

er
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e.
 T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

ds
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 6
P

R
E

) 
U

D
IC

E
...

(w
rit

in
g 

an
d 

di
sc

us
si

ng
)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
re

ad
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f t
he

 w
or

d 
pr

ej
ud

ic
e,

an
d 

tr
y 

to
 r

el
at

e 
it 

to
 "

T
he

 S
to

ry
 o

f G
eo

rg
e 

M
."

 T
hi

s 
ac

tiv
ity

ca
n 

be
 c

om
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
 c

la
ss

 p
er

io
d.

C
ul

tu
re

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 1
R

E
A

C
i-I

N
G

 T
O

 E
T

H
N

IC
 G

R
O

U
P

S
...

(f
re

e 
as

so
ci

at
io

n)
G

iv
en

 a
 li

st
 o

f e
th

ni
c 

gr
ou

ps
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
rit

e 
th

ei
r 

fir
st

re
sp

on
se

 to
 e

ac
h 

na
m

e 
to

 r
ev

ea
l t

he
ir 

id
ea

s 
an

d 
st

er
eo

ty
pe

s
ab

ou
t e

ac
h 

gr
ou

p.
 T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
 c

la
ss

pe
rio

d.
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A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 2
E

T
H

N
IC

 S
E

T
T

LE
M

E
N

T
S

...(com
m

unity research)
S

tudents locate ethnic settlem
ents on a m

ap of their state.
S

m
all groups of students research one ethnic group to find out

w
hen and w

here these people settled in the state. T
his activity

can be carried on over one or tw
o w

eeks.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3
E

V
E

R
Y

D
A

Y
 LIF

E
...(reading accounts and w

riting about old
photos)
A

fter reading accounts of im
m

igrant experiences and looking
at a collection of photos depicting various aspects of im

m
i-

grant life, students w
rite their im

pressions. T
his activity can

be com
pleted in one or tw

o class periods

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 4
IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

 C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

IO
N

S
...(listing and discussing)

S
tudents list things w

hich originated in other countries and
_

then discuss their effects on A
m

erican culture. T
his activity

can be com
pleted in one class period.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 5
C

U
S

T
O

M
S

...(identification and sharing)
S

tudents research the custom
s of one ethnic group and then

share their findings w
ith the class in a variety of w

ays. T
his

activity can be carried on over one or tw
o w

eeks.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 6
S

T
E

R
E

O
T

Y
P

E
S

...(free association)
G

iven the sam
e list of ethnic groups as used in A

ctivity 1,
students again w

rite their first response to each nam
e and

com
pare the ideas they now

 have about each group w
ith those

expressed in A
ctivity 1. T

his activity can be com
pleted in one

class period.

fiction Pack
A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 1

H
IS

T
O

R
IC

A
L C

LU
E

S
 IN

 Y
O

U
R

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

S
tudents take a w

alk in their com
m

unity and look for clues to
the age, ethnicity, and history of the com

m
unity. T

he trip w
ill

take a m
inim

um
 of tw

o or three hours. S
om

e students
m

ay
w

ish to return to a site.A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 2
C

E
M

E
T

E
R

Y
 S

T
U

D
Y

S
tudents visit a cem

etery to gather inform
ation about the

ethnic and the historical background of the com
m

unity. T
he

trip w
ill take tw

o or three hours. C
om

piling the inform
ation in

class m
ay be done over 2 or 3 days.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3
G

E
N

E
A

LO
G

IC
A

L S
E

A
R

C
H

IN
G

S
tudents w

ho have done lineage charts (O
rigins/T

he Journey
A

ctivity 1) visit an historical society to do genealogical re-
search on their ow

n fam
ilies. T

he trip w
ill take 2 or 3 hours to

a half day.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 4
O

R
A

L H
IS

T
O

R
Y

S
tudents interview

 residents
in

the com
m

unity to
get

inform
ation about earlier tim

es. P
reparation for this activity

w
ill take tw

o or three w
eeks. T

he interview
 m

ay be com
pleted

in less than an hour.R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

 C
A

R
D

S
P

LA
C

E
 A

N
D

 S
O

U
R

C
E

S
Lists of local, county, state, and national resources, the kinds
of inform

ation they hold, and m
ethods for obtaining inform

a-
tion from

 various sources.



ac
tiv

ity
 D

es
cr

ip
tio

ns

O
ri

gi
ns

/th
e 

U
ou

rn
ey

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 1

LI
N

E
A

G
E

 C
H

A
R

T
...

(f
am

ily
 r

es
ea

rc
h)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
tr

ac
e 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
lin

ea
ge

 a
s 

fa
r 

ba
ck

 a
s 

th
ey

ca
n 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 d

et
er

m
in

e:
1)

 th
e 

pl
ac

e 
or

 o
rig

in
 o

f t
he

ir 
an

ce
st

or
s

2)
 w

he
n 

th
ei

r 
an

ce
st

or
s 

ca
m

e 
to

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s

3)
 th

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f "
ge

ne
ra

tio
n"

T
hi

s 
ac

tiv
ity

 w
ill

 b
e 

in
tr

od
uc

ed
 in

 c
la

ss
 a

nd
 th

e
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ga

th
er

ed
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f c
la

ss
 o

ve
r 

tw
o 

or
th

re
e 

w
ee

ks
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 2

IR
IS

H
 P

O
T

A
T

O
 F

A
M

IN
E

...
(d

ec
is

io
n 

m
ak

in
g)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
re

ad
 a

n 
ac

co
un

t .
of

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 in

 Ir
el

an
d

du
rin

g 
th

e 
po

ta
to

 fa
m

in
e 

of
 th

e 
18

40
s.

 In
 s

m
al

l
gr

ou
ps

 th
ey

 s
im

ul
at

e 
ho

w
 a

 fa
m

ily
 d

ec
id

ed
 w

he
th

er
or

 n
ot

 to
 e

m
ig

ra
te

. T
he

 g
ro

up
 li

st
s 

re
as

on
s 

fo
r 

an
d

ag
ai

ns
t e

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
th

en
 tr

ie
s 

to
 r

ea
ch

 a
 d

ec
is

io
n.

G
ro

up
 d

ec
is

io
ns

 a
re

 r
ep

or
te

d 
to

 th
e 

cl
as

s 
an

d 
di

s-

LE
V

E
L 

T
W

O

cu
ss

ed
. T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

ds
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 3

D
E

C
IS

IO
N

 A
T

 T
H

E
 P

O
R

T
...

(s
m

al
l g

ro
up

 s
im

ul
a-

tio
n)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
si

m
ul

at
e 

a 
de

ci
si

on
 w

hi
ch

 m
an

y 
em

ig
ra

nt
s

ha
d 

to
 m

ak
e 

w
he

n 
ar

riv
in

g 
at

 th
ei

r 
po

rt
 o

f d
ep

ar
tu

re
w

ith
 to

o 
m

an
y 

po
ss

es
si

on
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

tin
y 

sp
ac

e 
al

lo
tte

d
to

 th
em

 o
n 

th
e 

sh
ip

. G
iv

en
 a

 li
st

 o
f p

os
se

ss
io

ns
br

ou
gh

t t
o 

th
e 

po
rt

 b
y 

a 
fa

m
ily

, s
tu

de
nt

s 
de

ci
de

 w
ha

t
to

 ta
ke

 a
nd

 w
ha

t t
o 

le
av

e 
be

hi
nd

. I
n 

sm
al

l g
ro

up
s

di
sc

us
s 

an
d 

re
vi

se
 th

ei
r 

lis
t a

nd
 th

en
 p

re
se

nt
 it

 to
 th

e
cl

as
s 

fo
r 

di
sc

us
si

on
. T

he
 te

ac
he

r 
pr

es
en

ts
 a

 li
st

 o
f

th
in

gs
 a

ct
ua

lly
 b

ro
ug

ht
 b

y 
im

m
ig

ra
nt

s.
 T

hi
s 

ac
tiv

ity
ca

n 
be

 d
on

e 
du

rin
g 

on
e 

or
 tw

o 
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

ds
.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 4
T

H
E

 J
O

U
R

N
E

Y
..:

(w
rit

in
g 

a 
di

ar
y)

S
tu

de
nt

s 
re

ad
 a

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
jo

ur
ne

y 
an

d 
th

en
w

rit
e 

di
ar

ie
s 

th
at

 th
ey

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

w
rit

te
n 

ha
d 

th
ey

be
en

 e
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

on
 a

 s
ai

lin
g 

sh
ip

 in
18

50
. T

hi
s

ac
tiv

ity
 c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o 
cl

as
s 

pe
rio

ds
.
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A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 5

S
T

A
T

U
E

 O
F

 LIB
E

R
T

Y
...(creative w

riting)
S

tudents read descriptions of arrival in A
m

erica. T
hen each

student selects a description and expands it in their
ow

n
w

ords. T
his activity can be com

pleted in
one class period.

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 6

E
LLIS

 (S
LA

N
D

...(a continuum
)

A
fter reading about the processing at E

llis Island,
students

place them
selves on a continuum

 dealing w
ith

attitudes
tow

ard adm
ission of im

m
igrants to the U

nited
S

tates. T
his

activity can be com
leted in one class period.

L
im

eticanization
A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 1

G
E

N
E

R
A

T
IO

N
 C

H
A

R
T

...(fam
ily research)

S
tudents gather inform

ation from
 parents and other relatives

to look for patterns of change from
 one im

m
igrant generation

to the next in their ow
n fam

ily. T
his activity can be carried

on
over one or tw

o w
eeks.A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 2

T
H

E
 S

T
O

R
Y

 O
F

 G
E

O
R

G
E

 M
....(a

case history)
S

tudents read the story of a second generation im
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to
becom

e aw
are of the problem

s faced in the A
m

ericanization
process. T

hen from
 a list of item

s w
hich im

m
igrants often had

to give up, students rank item
s from

 easiest to hardest to give
up. T

his activity can be com
pleted in one class period.
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P
R

O
B

LE
M

S
 O

F
 LA

N
G

U
A

G
E

...(dealing w
ith feelings)

S
tudents-read an account of one im

m
igrant's feelings about

not being able to com
m

unicate in the 'new
' country. T

hey
then w

rite about a personal experience w
hich m

ade them
 feel

"dum
b." T

his activity can be com
pleted in

one class period.

A
C

T
IV
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Y

 4

W
H

A
T
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 A

N
 A

M
E

R
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A
N

 ?...(expressing values)
S

tudents offer their ow
n ideas of w

hat
an A

m
erican is, and

after discussing these, they w
ill com

pare their
ow

n ideas w
ith

those of a '100 per center' of the early 20th
century. T

his
activity can be com

leted in one class period.
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A
T

T
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U
D

E
S

 E
N

C
O

U
N

T
E

R
E

D
 B

Y
 E

A
R

LY
 IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

S
...

(distinguishing attitudes)
S

tudents define nativism
, racism

, prejudice, xenophobia.
T

hen they are asked to m
atch each

term
 w

ith a paragraph
w

hich best exem
plifies it.

T
his activity can be com

pleted in
one or tw

o class periods.A
C

T
IV
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Y

 6
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O
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N

T
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R
E

D
 B

Y
 R

E
C

E
N

T
 IM

M
IG

R
A

N
T

S
...(expressing attitudes)
S

tudents read inform
ation about V

ietnam
ese im

m
igrants.

T
hen they describe their

ow
n attitudes tow

ard m
odern im

m
i-

grants. T
his activity can be com

pleted in
one class period.

A
C

T
IV
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 7

W
H

O
 IS

 A
S

S
IM

ILA
T

E
D

?
(identification and discussion)
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R
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T
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T

H
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P
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at
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r 
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 r
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e 

w
he

th
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 c
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 c
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 r
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 r
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R
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w
rit

e 
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at
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C
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N
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H
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 p
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